[Lesions of the area of Oddi's sphincter: incidence and association with biliary and pancreatic lesions in a series of 109 autopsies].
One hundred and nine successive post mortem examinations have been performed with a peculiar attention to the gross and microscopic features of the sphincter of Oddi. Biliary lesions were present in 24 cases and pancreatic lesions in 7 cases. According to previous histologic descriptions, a group of 18 pathologic sphincters of Oddi was selected. Biliary lesions were not more common in this group (28 p. 100) than in the group with a normal sphincter of Oddi (21 p. 100) and inversely, there were no more lesions of the sphincter of Oddi in the group with biliary lesions (21 p. 100) than in the group without biliary lesions (15 p. 100). Chronic pancreatitis was more frequently associated with an abnormal sphincter of Oddi, but in these cases, another associated disease could explain pancreatitis (alcoholism, hemochromatosis). Pathologic lesions of the sphincter of Oddi are frequent and usually latent. These features are not simple anatomic variations because five cases were undoubtedly pathologic with an important thickening of the sphincter and a fibro-adenomatosic pattern. This study shows that sclerosing odditis does exist but is rare.